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1. Introduction

Adolescence and youth are critical periods for the formation of moral and
religious identity. In the contemporary era, the educational system is facing
emerging challenges, particularly students’ moral-religious deviances, which are
closely linked to rapid developments in the digital space. The digital ecosystem
has introduced new modes of socialization, gradually shifting the moral authority
from traditional institutions like schools and teachers to online platforms.
Phenomena such as cognitive dissonance, religious dis-identification, and moral
disengagement are the primary mechanisms of these deviances. Consequently,
exploring the dynamics of these deviations and identifying immunizing
interventions is important.

Research Question

How is the paradigmatic model of students’ moral-religious deviances and
immunizing interventions shaped, with an emphasis on teacher agency within the
school context and digital space?
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2. Literature Review

Previous studies point to the prominence of parental warmth, the quality of early
relationships, and the foundational roles of family and school in shaping moral
identity. However, with the pervasive influence of social networks, the traditional
educational paradigm is being challenged. Concepts such as the hidden
curriculum, school climate, and bureaucratic limitations strongly affect the
educational environment. Contemporary literature suggests that to counter moral-
religious deviances effectively, passive approaches must be replaced with
proactive strategies. Elements such as critical pedagogy, structured openness,
street-smart critical thinking, moderation in religious education, and structured
encounters with religious critique are recognized as important components of
resilience-building. Despite these insights, there is a theoretical gap regarding a
comprehensive model that links cognitive vulnerabilities, the digital environment,
and the revitalizing role of teacher agency.

3. Methodology

This study was conducted using a qualitative approach based on Grounded Theory
methodology (Corbin & Strauss, 2008). The statistical population comprised
educational counselors, psychologists, and experienced educational staff in
schools across Kohgiluyeh and Boyer-Ahmad and Khuzestan provinces in 2026.
Purposive and theoretical sampling methods were employed, selecting 18
participants until theoretical saturation was achieved. Data were collected using a
researcher-made semi-structured interview form consisting of 10 key questions.
The initial validity of the instrument was confirmed by five faculty members
specializing in educational sciences, counseling, and psychology. The average
duration of each interview was 40 minutes. Data analysis was performed
concurrently with data collection using MAXQDA 24 qualitative data analysis
software, proceeding through three stages: open, axial, and selective coding. The
trustworthiness of the findings was verified through participant checking and a
Delphi panel involving five academic and professional experts.

4. Results

The findings were structured into a paradigmatic model comprising five
components: A. Causal Conditions: Contradictions between the words and actions
of educators/parents, superficial transmission of religious concepts, cognitive
weaknesses, lack of critical information processing skills, and heavy media
invasion. B. Contextual Conditions: Digital abandonment and lack of control in
cyberspace, the strong impact of peer networks, negative psychological
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atmospheres, and the unintended consequences of the hidden curriculum. C.
Intervening Conditions: Bureaucratic and structural educational obstacles, lack of
systemic support, content overload, inflexible institutional structures, and
normative conflicts between family and school. D. Strategies: Managing emotions
to create a psychologically safe space, cognitive persuasion, role modeling to
compensate for environmental conflicts, networking, and structural empowerment
of educational staff. E. Consequences: If strategies fail, the outcomes include
cognitive/identity crises, value metamorphosis, and structural collapse.
Conversely, successful implementation leads to the professional development of
educators and identity cohesion among the new generation. F. Core Category:
Ultimately, the core category was formulated as: Transitioning from cognitive-
value vulnerability to active immunization through the revitalization of teacher
educational agency amidst systemic conflicts.

5. Discussion

The emergence of moral-religious deviances is not an isolated phenomenon but
the result of the intersection between cognitive weaknesses, environmental
conflicts, and media invasion. The findings revealed that traditional, rigid, and
directive-based (bureaucratic) approaches significantly hinder teacher agency. The
hidden curriculum and unsupervised digital spaces normalize anti-values, creating
a severe normative gap between the family and the educational system. To
address these issues, the educational system must shift from an uncritical, passive
reaction toward cyberspace to active engagement through cognitive persuasion
and emotion management. Empowering teachers as active agents capable of
encouraging critical thinking is the most viable path to immunizing students
against cognitive and moral vulnerabilities.

6. Conclusion

The educational system is currently at a historical-cognitive turning point.
Resolving the moral and religious identity crises of Generation Z depends
fundamentally on overcoming superficial, directive-based perspectives. As long as
bureaucratic structures dominate and the normative gap between family and
school remains unrepaired, teacher agency will be severely restricted. Therefore,
revitalizing the active agency of teachers and transforming schools into
environments of cognitive persuasion and critical dialogue are necessary for
creating identity cohesion and preventing the moral-value metamorphosis of the
younger generation.
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