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Extended Abstract:

1. Literature Review
In the course of human history, the quest for a meaningful and well-ordered life

has remained a persistent concern. Within religious worldviews, this quest
acquires a distinctive form through the articulation of life’s ultimate purpose, the
nature of existence, and the meaning of death. In Islamic thought, life and death
are understood as interconnected dimensions of a divine trial, oriented toward
human perfection and the realization of the role of humankind as God’s vicegerent
on earth. Within this framework, martyrdom and resistance emerge not merely as
individual acts or historical events, but as existential, moral, and socio-cultural
phenomena deeply embedded in believers’ identity and way of life.

The twelve-day war between Iran and Israel represents a novel and
multifaceted phenomenon—compressed in time, complex in operational
dimensions, and highly visible for the younger generation—culminating in the
martyrdom of prominent scientific, military, and civilian figures. Despite its
significance, little is known about how families of martyrs interpret and narrate
the continuity of the culture of resistance and martyrdom in such a contemporary
context. This study seeks to address this gap by exploring the lived experiences of
martyrs’ families regarding the sustaining components of resistance and
martyrdom culture.
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Research Question(s)

How do families of martyrs from the twelve-day Iran—Israel war perceive and
interpret the key factors contributing to the continuity of the culture of resistance
and martyrdom?

2. Literature Review

Previous studies on martyrdom have primarily focused on theological
interpretations, historical analyses, political martyrdom, and collective memory
formation. Research in Islamic contexts has examined martyrdom as a religious
ideal, a socio-political symbol, and a mechanism of identity construction. Other
strands of literature have highlighted the role of families—particularly mothers—
in transmitting meanings of sacrifice and devotion across generations. However,
much of the existing literature remains theoretical or macro-level, with limited
attention to the lived, experiential meanings constructed by martyrs’ families in
contemporary conflicts. Moreover, the twelve-day war constitutes a relatively
new, hybrid, and multidimensional event, for which comparable empirical
precedents are scarce. Consequently, there is a notable gap in phenomenological
studies that investigate how families of martyrs conceptualize resistance,
martyrdom, and their continuity within everyday life.

3. Methodology

This study adopted a qualitative approach grounded in interpretive
phenomenology to explore the lived experiences of martyrs’ families. Participants
consisted of 15 families of martyrs from the twelve-day Iran—Israel war, selected
through purposive and criterion-based sampling. Data were collected via in-depth,
semi-structured interviews, allowing participants to articulate their meanings,
interpretations, and emotional narratives freely. The analysis followed
Diekelmann, Tanner, and Allen’s seven-Step hermeneutic phenomenological
method, emphasizing contextual interpretation, thematic coherence, and the
cultural-religious background of participants. Rigor was ensured through
prolonged engagement, member checking, peer debriefing, and transparent
documentation of analytic steps.

4. Results

Data analysis resulted in the identification of one core theme, nine main themes,
and seventy-six subthemes. The core theme was conceptualized as “a God-
centered lifestyle grounded in divine ontology”, within which resistance and
martyrdom were understood as meaningful extensions of lived faith. The main
themes included: a life philosophy oriented toward truth, conscious insight and
informed choice, active agency in the pursuit of justice, altruism and prioritization
of collective welfare, the divine origin of martyrdom, living a martyr-like life, the
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family as a x5 (educational-formative) school of martyrdom, reinforcing factors
in the culture of martyrdom, and barriers to sacrifice and martyrdom-seeking.

Participants’ narratives revealed that martyrdom was perceived not as a
sudden or isolated act, but as the culmination of a lifelong process of ethical
commitment, spiritual growth, and social responsibility.

5. Discussion

The findings indicate that, from the perspective of martyrs’ families, resistance
and martyrdom are deeply embedded within a holistic worldview that integrates
ontology, ethics, and social action. This perspective challenges reductionist
interpretations that frame martyrdom solely as political reaction or emotional
extremism. Instead, martyrdom is narrated as an existential trajectory rooted in
meaning-making, divine purpose, and conscious agency. The results also highlight
the central role of families as active agents in preserving, transmitting, and
actualizing the culture of resistance across generations, particularly in the face of
cultural erosion, media warfare, and value dilution.

6. Conclusion

This study demonstrates that the continuity of resistance and martyrdom culture,
as experienced by martyrs’ families, is contingent upon a God-centered lifestyle
grounded in divine ontology and lived through conscious choice, justice-oriented
agency, and collective responsibility. By foregrounding lived experience, this
research contributes to a deeper, culturally grounded understanding of martyrdom
beyond abstract theorization. The findings offer valuable implications for cultural,
educational, and policy-oriented initiatives aimed at sustaining meaningful
resistance narratives within contemporary Islamic societies.
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